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Johnson is circumstantially a digital painter, but free from the pessimism and the burden
of perfection — endowed with an analog attitude, maybe. In Ad Astra (2017), the most
recent painting on view here, the composition announces itself as something that could
only exist now, in an era in which artists can stretch and condense colors and shapes on
computer screens. But the digital is a tool, not a fixation. A compression of warm and cool,
straight and curved bands of color coexist, moving in and out of each other, at the center
of Ad Astra. The lines are clean, but matter-of-factly so; even if they were painstakingly
produced, none read as obsessive. On either side is a spacious expanse of red — on the
left, the red fades upwards toward pink and on the right, downward. Because the
composition leaves breathing room, the mind feels free to ricochet out, to move back and
forth between screen and landscape, surface and atmosphere.

- Cathrine Wagley, exhibition essay excerpt

Ad Astra 2017 acrylic on canvas 32 x 36 inches



